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RETAIL ELECTRICITY MARKET — COMPETITION 
381. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Minister for Energy: 
I refer to the 25 per cent discount currently being enjoyed by mums and dads in the retail gas market. After almost 
six months as Minister for Energy, will the minister now outline when mums and dads will be able to enjoy 
competition in the electricity market, or have the unions rolled him on this one as well? 
Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
It is curious that there is now a keen interest in the Liberal Party for full retail contestability, which I think is what 
the member is interested in. For eight and a half years it did not do a thing to get there. After eight and a half years 
of policy inertia in energy, not a thing was done except for the re-merger of Synergy and Verve, which was 
supported by one person in the entire state—the member for Cottesloe. One person in the entire state supported 
that move. No-one else seems to support that. Does the member for Bateman think it is something that could 
happen next week? No, of course it cannot happen next week. It cannot happen even by the Liberal Party’s 
time frame of 2019. What did the Liberal Party not do while it was in power? 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: For example, the previous government did not fix up the regulatory regime around 
Western Power, did it, Leader of the Opposition? To introduce a swag of legislation but not bring it on for debate 
is not reform, I am afraid. Before we even talk about that, we have to give generators access to the grid. If we 
cannot do that in a way that is cost effective, talking about anything else is almost irrelevant. I have announced 
very recently that we will do that. We will not adopt the national regime, which the Liberal Party wants to do, 
because I have looked at what is happening on the east coast and I do not want to adopt that. I want to ensure that 
we are in charge of our own regime and that we control the regulatory regime around Western Power to ensure 
that all those large-scale renewable projects that are keen to connect can do so in a commercially viable way. What 
I will do, member for Bateman, is outline a coherent plan, as I have done in a range of spaces already around 
energy. But I have to say that we are probably starting about five years behind where we should be. The decisions 
that I am having to make now we probably should have made about five years ago. Unfortunately, the policy 
inertia of the former government viewed energy in the same way as the old-style linear arrangement that really 
drives the Liberal Party in this state. That is what, I guess, decided its policy inertia. Ultimately, we will get there, 
but I have to fix up the dog’s breakfast that was left to me. 
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